3 reasons why over 2,000 women
have chosen the Ascent Programme

Wouldn't it be great to get promoted
at work, or move on to a new more
rewarding job or even gain a pay rise in

recognition of your hard work?

That's what's happening for many of
the women who've taken part in the
FREE Ascent Programme.

Already the 2,000 women who've taken
part in Ascent are together earning an
extra £400,000!

Now it's your turn to see how Ascent can
help you aim higher and turn your job into
a rewarding career.

Ascent is designed for women already
in work who want to take the first step
to becoming a team leader, supervisor
or manager.

With Ascent you:

* Gain an Institute of Leadership
and Management qualification

* Learn new workplace skills
* Have access to mentoring

e Can attend exclusive members
events

* Study in small groups of
likeminded women

* Can apply for a further training
allowance

Chwarae Teg

«® Agile Nation

Ascent helps you to:
* Strengthen your skills
* Boost your confidence

* Prepare you for taking the next
step in your career

The final places on the Ascent
programme in Rhondda Cynon Taff
are being booked now, so please don't
delay. Call or email us today if you
want Ascent to work for you:

01443 824414

agilenationsew@chwaraeteg.com

We'd love to hear from youl!

Llywodraeth Cymru
Welsh Government

Ewrop & Chymru: Buddsoddi yn eich dyfodol
Cronfa Gymdeithasol Ewrop

Europe & Wales: Investing in your future
European Social Fund

The Ascent programme is being run as part of Chwarae Teg's Agile Nation Project.Find out more at: www.thewayforwardforwomen.co.uk
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Author set to visit
American university

THE profile of Wales and
Welsh writers could soon
flourish overseas thanks to
the work of a former
Rhondda headteacher.

Phil Rowlands, who left
Pentre primary six years ago,
has been spending his retire-
ment writing and helping other
Welsh authors get recognised
here and across the globe.

In October, the
65-year-old, from
Tonypandy, will travel to
Portland State University in
Oregon, US, to take part in an
event which will discuss the
possibility and desirability of
offering courses or modules
at American universities on
Welsh writing in English.

The discussion will take its
cue from Dr Tracy Prince’s
book Culture Wars in British
Literature  Multiculturalism
and National Identity.

The evening will com-

Carrie Evans
carrie.evans@walesonline.co.uk

mence with a performance of
the Welsh national anthem by
the Oregon Welsh Festival
Choir and there will be read-
ings from Welsh and Amer-
ican writers including Mr
Rowlands, Mike Jenkins,
Chris Keil, Ceri Shaw and
Sarah Woodbury.

Mr Rowlands said: “I will
also be attending the Word-
stock Literary Festival but
there is no doubt that it is the
panel discussion and the pos-
sibility of American uni-
versities running modules on
Welsh writing that should
make every established and
aspiring Welsh writer sit up
and take notice with their
fingers firmly crossed.

“When I first took up
my passion for writing I
could not have imagined it

would lead to this point.

“My first novella, A
Christmas Carol Revisited,
was featured on BBC Radio
Wales and given its first pub-
lic reading in the City Bar
Building, Manhattan, on
December 19 last year.

“The event proved a great
success and I received a note
of congratulations from jazz
singer Freddy Cole, son of
the great Nat King Cole.”

Reasoning that if he could
do it so could others the
author set up a blog,
kindleauthors.blogspot.com,
to encourage and help others
through the process of writ-
ing, self publishing and self
promotion.

He said: “My blog posts
brought me to the attention of
Ceri Shaw, a Welshman
residing in Portland, Oregon.
Together with my partner
Gaabriel Beckett, Ceri cre-

ated the social website
AmeriCymru.net with the
aim of raising the profile of
Wales, and all things Welsh
particularly in America.

“Ceri proposed a joint ven-
ture with me which resulted
in the creation of Eto
(www.etomagazine.com) —
for established, emerging and
aspiring Welsh authors writ-
ing in English.

“Through all this we man-
aged to get connected with
the American university and
now Welsh writers could start
getting even more recogni-
tion across the world.”

The second issue of Eto
will be available in Septem-
ber and will feature Lesley
Coburn, daughter of
Rhondda author Ron Berry,
as well as other Rhondda
writers Bel Roberts, Stuart
Keir, Sheila Lewis and Julie
Samways.

Couples fairytale comes true

A YOUNG couple have
turned their fairytale
wedding into a reality — by
hiring a Cinderella-style
horse and carriage and
baking a castle cake.

Jamie Reakes wed his
childhood sweetheart
Gemma on July 27 on
what was described as a
“magical” day for the pair.

After walking down the
aisle at Soar Chapel in
Pontygwaith, the couple
were paraded through the
Rhondda Fach on horse
and carriage before arriving
at Rhondda Golf Club for
the wedding party.

Jamie, 24, said: “We
waited for our fairytale
wedding for so long, and
when the day finally came
we couldn’t have been
happier.

“I was really nervous,
but when I saw my
beautiful wife walk down
the aisle I was overjoyed.”

The couple first met
nine years ago when Jamie
moved from Blaenllechau

MW Jamie and Gemma with their horse and carriage

to Pontygwaith.

“I was a really naughty
boy growing up and I was
chucked out of school
when I was 11,” he said.

“But as soon as I met
Gemma, when I was 15,
my life changed. Without
her I might have gone
down the wrong path.”

A white and pink castle
cake was made for the
occasion by Made By
Mam in Aberdare.

They are now hoping to

continue the fairytale
theme next summer when
they head to Disneyland
for a belated honeymoon
with their son Tyler and
twins Harmony and Holly..

Jamie added: “The best
man was my brother, Leon
Reakes, who did a fantastic
job. The bridesmaids also
did a wonderful job. It was
a beautiful day and night
and I'd like to thank
everyone who came and
helped.”

YOU COULD PAY

LESS THAN
£251° FOR CAR
INSURANCE

Where experience counts

-

defagto

2013

At RIAS we offer great
value car insurance for
the over 50s with all these
benefits as standard:

= A free courtesy car whilst yours
is being repaired with our
comprehensive cover

= Specialist advisors in UK call centres
= Access to a 24-hour claims service

And there’s an option to fix your
price for two yearst

0800 183 1231

MA698

rias.co.uk

*50.6% of new RIAS customers who took out a car insurance policy
between 1 January 2013 and 31 March 2013 paid less than £251.

TFor full terms and conditions go online at rias.co.uk/terms

RIAS is a trading name of Ageas 50 Limited. Ageas 50 Limited registered office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh
Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 7DU. Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and Wales. Ageas b0
Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA registered number: 312468. Insurance
provided by Ageas b0 Limited is not available in the Channel Islands. Ageas 50 Limited is a member of the DMA and
a sister company of Ageas Insurance Limited.

THE FURNITURE

Wade upholstery - A 90 Year
reputation for quality.
Lifetime guarantee on all products.

Was £1639 SALE £1099

From £1299.95

Our Commitment...

Unit |, Retail Area,
Llandow Ind. Est,
Nr Cowbridge. CF71 7PA

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928
SAT NAV CF71 7PA

NORMAL OPENING HOURS:
MON, TUES, WED & FRI 9am-5.30pm. OPEN LATE EVERY
THURSDAY 9am-8pm. SAT [0am-5.30pm. SUN | [am-5pm.

oV’
INDEST.  From
Llantwit Major

SALE

Quality and Comgort at prices you can afford

CRAFTED BY PASSION

At The Place for Homes we have a huge selection of furniture and floor
coverings; for the lounge, the dining room and the bedroom in both traditional
and contemporary styles.

In store you'll find over 100 dining sets on display, to suit every style
and budget, with many in stock so you don’t have to wait.

With leading brands including Wade, Alstons, Sherborne, Leather Editions

& La-Z-boy you need look no further.Whether you want leather or fabric,
corner groups or recliners with over 250 suites on display and with
reclining sofas from only £398.95, you really can have it all.

Our bedroom department needs to be seen to be believed with over 35

bedroom ranges and 50 beds on display we have more choice than
most specialist bed shops. Leading brands include Myers, Silentnight, Tempur
and Somnus to name just a few.

And don’t forget we sell carpets, flooring and rugs. With twists from
£5.99 to Axminster; Brintons and Ryalux and free estimating service!

As a family business we have a simple philosophy; to offer the very best value on furniture and floor coverings,
with an unbeatable delivery service to match. Quite simply we strive to exceed your expectations.

Visit our website at
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk
Enquiries: email sales@theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk




